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Chapter 1: Infroduction

View of Fun Fort after the June 2010 fire.

Introduction

Background / History

The Field of Dreams Playground, most commonly known
at the Fun Fort, was constructed in 1994. The design was
completed by Leathers and Associates, a firm that spe-
cializes in the design and the construction by the commu-
nity of playgrounds. Their process emphasizes community
involvement in both the design and construction of the
playground. The entire Fun Fort project was built with vol-
unteers and funded by donations from the community.

In June, 2010 approximately one-half of the Fun Fort
structure was destroyed by a fire of suspicious origin.
Lower Allen Township’s Board of Commissioners wishes
to replace the playground facility. In August of 2010
Simone Collins Landscape Architecture was selected by
the Board of Commissioners to conduct a community par-
ticipation and visioning process to develop general recom-
mendations for the type of playground and play equip-
ment to be considered.

Portions of the Fun-Fort were not damaged.
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Chapter 1: Infroduction

2005 Community Park Master Plan

In 2005 Simone Collins Landscape Architecture with ARRO Group prepared the
Lower Allen Community Park Master Plan. The master plan analyzed existing
conditions and facilities, and provided recommendations for the Community
Park. The master plan included a recommendation to relocate the Fun Fort to a
central location when the current facility is to be replaced. It was expected in
2005 that the Fun Fort would need to be replaced in 2014 since the wood struc-
ture does have a finite lifespan.

The proposed relocation of the playground involved the repositioning of several
facilities including the baseball field (for proper solar orientation) and realign-
ment of the parking lot driveway and parking lot for safety and utility.

The master plan shows the Fun Fort centrally located and adjacent to restrooms
facilities, pavilions, a picnic grove, an outdoor amphitheater, and the realigned
parking lot.

Proposed

Location

Existing

Location
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Partial plan of the 2005 Lower Allen Community Park Master Plan showing the pro-
posed relocation of the Fun-Fort

Lower Allen Township, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania
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Visioning Process

Public Participation / Meetings

Public participation is a key ingredient in the success of any community
project. Public meetings are designed to inform the public of the project
status; to receive input as to the desired facilities; and address questions,
comments, or concerns relative to the playground development. Simone
Collins Landscape Architecture (consultants) conducted two community
meetings to solicit ideas and suggestions for how and where to rebuild the
Fun Fort.

Meetings were held on Wednesday evening, September 22 and Saturday
morning, September 25, 2010. There were 20 attendees at the September
22 meeting and 4 persons attended the September 25 meeting. An atten-
dance list is contained in the appendix of this report. The consultant gave
a brief presentation about the nature of play and the most common types of
play equipment and playgrounds. A copy of that presentation is in the ap-
pendix of this report.

Play and Playgrounds

The presentation noted that ‘Play’ is essential to the healthy physical and
mental development of a child. Play helps kids exercise creativity and de-
velop imagination, dexterity, and physical, cognitive and emotional
strength. Children learn how to interact, face fears, cultivate confidence
and enrich their competencies and resiliency — all through play.

It is a well accepted principal in childhood education that children learn
best through free or self-directed play and discovery. Children's free play is
a complex concept that eludes precise definition, but children's play typi-
cally is pleasurable, self-motivated, imaginative, non-goal directed, sponta-
neous, active, and free of adult-imposed rules.

Playgrounds should be designed to provide opportunities to cultivate the
above concepts of children’s learning and development. Many play-
grounds designed today focus only safety and on physical exercise and
developing the child’s gross motor skills. However, quality play involves
the whole child: gross motor, fine motor, senses, emotion, intellect, individ-
ual growth and social interaction. This report outlines a range of play-
grounds and equipment types, and the kind of activities that promote

ield of Dreoms Community Parfizinoiion & Visloning Process for the Restorgtion of the Fun Ford
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Chapter 2: Visioning Process

children’s play through learning and discovery.

Types of Playgrounds

All types of playgrounds, regardless of the materials utilized, can, if properly
programmed and designed, provide for the essential activities and spaces
that children need to interact, face fears, cultivate confidence and enrich
their competencies and resiliency. A few of these essential aspects of a well
designed playground provide for the following types of activities and experi-
ences:

1) Safety - Provide a sense of enclosure, comfort and safety;

2) Physical Activity - Provide physical challenges;

3) Social Skills - Provide opportunities for interaction with other children;

4) Different Age Groups and Abilities - Provide age-appropriate equip-
ment for either a single age group or for a wide range of ages;

5) Free (or Self Directed) Play - Provide opportunities for free play. This
includes creating opportunities for children to use their imaginations, creativ-
ity, and sense of wonder and discovery. Free Play:

o Provides opportunities to interact with their environment (or play-
ground setting). Suransky wrote in The Erosion of Childhood
(Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1982) that children need
open space, challenge and opportunities to control and manipulate
the environment. Suransky calls this "history making power" - the
power for the child to imprint themselves upon the landscape, en-
dow the landscape with significance and experience their own ac-
tions as transforming the environment.

¢ Provide a dynamic environment. In the book Designing Outdoor
Environment’s for Children: Landscaping, Schoolyards, Gardens,
and Playgrounds the authors outline studies that show that neural
connections in the brain increase and become more complex
when people are surrounded in dynamic environments. This in-
cludes direct physical contact with the outdoor environment, free
of human controls.

6) Universal Accessibility — Provide play opportunities for all types of users
regardless of physical ability. All playgrounds should be safe and universally
accessible.

Lowar Allen Townshin, Comberland County, Pennsylvanio



Chapter 2: Visioning Process

Playground “types” were divided into several categories for purposes of discussion and to as-
sess the pros and cons of materials and generalized design approaches. Below is a list and
brief description of the different types of playgrounds presented by the consultants and a
summary of the discussions that occurred during the public meetings:

e Wooden Playgrounds

¢ Traditional Playgrounds

e Nature Based Playgrounds

e Theme Playgrounds

¢ Combination Playgrounds

Wooden Playarounds

The widespread manufacture of play-
grounds made from wood made their first
appearance in the 1960’s. The adventure
playground movement originated in Great
Britain and these were playgrounds made of
spare parts, wood and basically “junk”.
While the adventure playground movement
never made major inroads in the United

- ] § i States, the use of wood in playground
Wooden playground | equipment did. Many playground manufac-
turers created wood playgrounds and this
type of equipment became very popular and
replaced the up-till-then austere metal
swings and jungle gyms seen in the quintes-
sential New York City Playground of the
post WW |l era. These playgrounds nor-
mally consisted of the what was known as
the “four S’s” — the swing, the sandbox, the
seesaw, and the slide.

The wooden playground was designed by
Leathers and Associates. Their process
emphasizes community involvement in both
the design and construction of the play-
ground.
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Each playground is designed differently based
on the site, the children’s input, local history,
and special needs within the community.
Leathers and Associates worked with the Lower
Allen community in 1994 on the design and
construction of the Fun Fort.

Some of the general characteristics of wooden
playgrounds include:

Pros:
e Playgrounds are generally visually attrac-
tive.

¢ The wood material is generally more natural
looking than prefabricated play structures.

¢ Wood does not get hot in the summer or
cold in the winter (like metal) causing dis-
comfort to children.

e Some wooden playground structures (like
Leathers products) are very creative and are
designed to stimulate children’s imagina-
tions.

Cons:

e The wood material used in playground struc-
tures has long-term maintenance require-
ments. Wood typically is not as durable as
most other play equipment materials.

o Safety - Wood is a flammable material and
is susceptible to fire

¢ Wood can cause splinters for children play-
ing on wood play equipment .
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Traditional Plavarounds

Most people are familiar with “traditional play-
grounds”. Years ago, these structures were
all made of metal. More recently, these struc-
tures are made of high density plastics and
powder-coated metals, usually brightly
painted. Most municipal parks and school
yard playgrounds are designed using these
prefabricated manufactured structures. These
types of playground equipment include sand-
boxes, swings, seesaws, slides, climbers, and
other apparatus that emphasis using chil-
dren’s gross motor skills. Play structures
come in a wide variety of styles and play com-
ponent combinations, are ADA accessible,
and can be designed for various age groups.
More recent innovations in this type of struc-
ture are miniature climbing walls, exercise-
oriented play equipment, cable climbing struc-
tures and the like.

Of all the playground types discussed the pre-
manufactured playgrounds are generally the
most durable, incur the lowest maintenance
costs, and are typically manufacturer insured.

Most manufactured play equipment and safety surfacing
meet the Consumer Product Safety Commission standards

Researchers at the University of Western
Australia have launched a study on the declin-
ing quality playgrounds and their effect on
children. The report notes that municipalities
and schools go overboard in creating safe and
sterile environments using pre-fabricated play
equipment, and that children should be given
greater scope to play. Playgrounds should be
designed for fun. Today most playground
equipment is becoming much safer because
of children’s safety and liability concerns.

Most prefabricated playgrounds are designed to meet ADA
guidelines
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National standards encourage the installation
of safety fall surfaces and provides for ADA
accessibility. However, limiting outdoor play-
grounds to gross motor activities and manu-
factured equipment decreases the potential of
outdoor play areas to be rich learning environ-
ments for children.

Some of the general characteristics of tradi-
tional-type playgrounds include:

Pros:

¢ Pre-manufactured playgrounds are gener-
ally very durable and have a longer life-
span and require less maintenance com-
pared other types of playground appara-
tus.

e Most pre-manufactured play structures
meet Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion standards and are insured by the
manufacturer.

e Play structures come in various styles and
play component combinations, are ADA
accessible, and can be designed for vari-
ous age groups.

Cons:

o Traditional playgrounds are designed for
children’s physical exercise and may lack
in creativity and providing opportunities for
children to use their imagination.

¢ Pre-manufactured play equipment is not
“natural looking” and because it is used in
most municipal playgrounds and school-
yards it is not unique.

Slides

Many different types of play components are available that
focus on physical exercise

 syiarangs Moapy R I . enall .
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Cons (continued):

o Metal play equipment may get hot in the
summer and cold in the winter causing dis-
comfort to children

Play structures come in various styles and play com-
ponent combinations

Cable climbing structures
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Nature-Based Plavgrounds

The term nature-based playground is used to
loosely describe a type of playground that fo-
cuses on creating natural or semi-natural set-
tings that utilize a wide range of materials and
design including landforms (berms, mounds,
small hills) plant materials, boulders and natu-
ral stone, water, and other materials.

This type of playground is designed to enable
the type of play most important to young chil-
dren: social play (pretending) and constructive
play (building). Natural playgrounds encour-
age children to use their imaginations while
simultaneously experiencing the smells, tex-
tures and wonders of the natural world. Na-
ture based playgrounds promote open ended
experimentation through the use of settings
that create some of the opportunities previ-
ously mentioned. Some of these features
seen on other nature-based playgrounds have
included tunnels, tree houses, and provide
opportunities for kids to play with natural ele-
ments such as sand, water, rock, wood and
living plants.

Some of the promoted benefits of nature
based facilities are to increase the much di-
minished exposure that children today have to
the natural world. Children often lack the free,
self-directed playtime needed to invent activi-
ties and games. Research indicates that this
ability, along with access to natural settings, is
critical to children's development in every ma-
jor way: intellectually, emotionally, socially,
spiritually and physically. Benefits of in-
creased free time and access to natural

In this nature based playground plantings, a sand area,
concrete “stumps”, and tree logs are incorporated to create
a natural setting and to provide children’s play equipment.

A fallen tree can be used for children to climb, hid, and
explore.

manipulate their environment. This playground provides
movable objects to allow children to explore and create.
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The “sandbox” in a natural setting.
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A shallow pool of water with boulders provides many crea-
tive play opportunities.

areas include improved concentration and im-
pulse control, emotional coping and stress re-
duction, stimulation of creativity, reduced
symptoms with Attention-Hyperactivity Deficit
Disorder (ADHD), and improved motor coordi-
nation. Studies at the University of lllinois’
Human-Environment Research Laboratory on
children with ADHD have shown that green
outdoor spaces not only foster creative

play and improves interactions with adults
they also relieve the symptoms of the disor-
der.

Nature based playgrounds can provide for the
following activities and use some of these ma-
terials:

1. Exploration and Imagination - Children
play most creatively in settings they can ma-
nipulate. Sand and water, for example, serve
as raw materials for creativity and sensory ex-
ploration. Playgrounds that provide a trans-
formable environment allow for many types of
activities, empowering children to influence
the space around them. A wide array of mov-
able objects allows each play session to be-
come a new experience. Using loose parts,
children can create their own narratives and
games; build something and tear it down; or
simply play to enjoy shapes and textures.

2. Provide a Variety for Different Experi-
ences - Play should be inclusive and offer all
children a range of sensory experiences:
touch, sight, smell, and hearing. Playgrounds
should provide for diversity and change keep-
ing the experience fresh and new each visit.

siation of the Fun Fort

1
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3. Use natural materials -. Nature based play-
grounds use natural and recycled materials,
boulders of different shapes and textures, the
use of sand, gravel, and the creation of natural
habitats for wildlife. In addition to being less
expensive, these materials save energy since
they do need to be manufactured.

4. Create Different Types of Spaces - Pro-
vide different types of spaces for children to sit
in, on, under, lean against, and provide places
for shelter and shade. Offer different levels and
nooks and crannies, and places that offer both
privacy and views. Creating elevations
changes using the site’s topography and land-
form, provide opportunities for children to climb
and explore.

5. Allow Children to take “risks”. Risk taking
is an exciting part of play and part of human
growth. “Risk-taking” in the playground is a
way for children to develop confidence and self-
esteem in a controlled environment. The real
“risks” in any well designed playground are rela-
tively benign. Modern safety surfaces cushion
children from falls which are historically the ma-
jor cause for injury in playgrounds.

Some of the pros and cons of nature based
playgrounds include:

Pros:

¢ Nature based playgrounds can include ac-
tivities that are the most creative option for
children because the options are unlimited
(since the kids are a big part of the creativ-

ity)

Playgrounds are very natural and can be

ey LU D T T > - v
Provide different types of spaces for children to sit in, on,
under, and lean against.




Chapter 2: Visioning Process

Risk taking is an exciting part of play.

4
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Children climbing boulders.

Children playing in water.

adapted to fit the site more easily.

¢ A plethora of educational opportunities
can be included in the playground de-
sign.

e Nature based playgrounds provide a dy-
namic changing environment that is inter-
esting to children

e Nature-based playgrounds provide op-
portunities to use recycled or “found” ma-
terials such as boulders and logs.

Cons:

e Maintenance for some aspects of these
facilities can be higher than a typical pre-
manufactured playground.

¢ Some insurance carriers may perceive
that some nature based playgrounds
have increased liability risks. However
this can be addressed by working with
the insurance carrier. All playground de-
signs need to meet the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission standards.

¢ Since nature-based playgrounds in-
tended to be dynamic and provide many
opportunities for explorative play it will be
necessary to have community and Town-
ship commitment for on-going manage-
ment of the playground.

Lamimonmy
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Theme Playagrounds

Theme playgrounds are playgrounds that are
designed around a specific theme or charac-
teristic. These types of playground can be part
of a larger playground that includes other play
apparatus, or the entire playground can focus
on a theme. There are many successful built
examples of these types of playgrounds. A
example of themed playgrounds is the Cam-
den Children’s Garden in Camden, New Jer-
sey. The playground offers many learning _

and play opportunities including, Ben Frank- Storybook Garden at the Camden Children’s Garden, Cam-
lin’s Secret Workshop, a Dinosaur Garden, den, New Jersey

Maze, Tree House, Picnic Garden, Cityscapes
Garden, Storybook Gardens, and the Fitness
Garden.

Examples of these playgrounds can include
the following:

e Ecology and Habitat Gardens (including:
butterfly gardens, plantings to teach the
‘changes of seasons’, aquatic habitat / water
garden, bird habitat, and geology are some
examples of these types of playground gar-
dens)

¢ Vegetable Gardens can be including in
playgrounds to teach children about food
sources — where food comes from.
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¢ Labyrinths / Mazes — these types of play-
ground are an adventure and provide for
various types of play activities.

¢ Literature — playgrounds can be designed
to include references to stories from chil-
dren’s literature books, fairy tales, and my-

thology.

Alice in Wonderland sculpture within New York City’s Cen-
tral Park.

e History can be included in playground to
teach children about historic events or lo-

cal history.
A revolutionary war replica cabin located in Valley Forge
National Historic Park.
Field of Dre £ ity Particippation & ng Process for the Restoration of the Fun Fort

15



16

"

Chapter 2: Visioning Process

o Astronomy and the Solar System

¢ Dinosaurs, insects, trains, spaceships,
and much more!

Combination Plavgrounds

As the name implies, a combination play-
ground combines the ideas from several types
of playgrounds to create a facility that is suited
to the site and enables children to play crea-
tively. For example, a combination play-
ground could provide wood (or artificial wood)
play structures, metal play equipment, plastic
equipment, plants, landforms and other mate-
rials.

A £ RN
Different colored paving delineates the solar system play-
ground theme.
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A triceratops provides opportunities for children to learn
about dinosaurs and a place to climb and play.
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Pier 6 Brooklyn Bridge Park, NY. A combination of play-
ground equipment is utilized including traditional slides
and cable climbing structures, as well as materials used in
nature-based playgrounds, such as sand, plants and boul-
ders.
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This playground provides pre-manufactured play equipment

Community Ideas & Suggestions from
September 22nd and 25th Meetings

At both public meetings attendees generated
a wide range of ideas, suggestions and con-
cerns. These ideas were divided into Goals
(goals of the project, broad ideas), Facts
(existing conditions) and Concepts (all the
various ideas for attaining the goals). A com-
bined list of these ideas from the two meet-

and incorporates plants and boulders to provide a more Ings Is shown below.
natural playground environment.

Purpose and Goals

A main project goal for this community facilitation process is to provide a direc-
tion for new playground.

The purpose of the meetings and questionnaire is to develop a consensus of
what the community wants

Public participation is an essential component to the success of the play-
ground design and installation.

Facts

Varying age groups use the Fun-Fort playground.

The new playground must meet ADA accessibility guidelines.

Wood play structure requires more maintenance than other play structures.
The new play structure must durable.

Most park users travel at least 5 to 10 miles to reach park.

The Fun Fort is a regional destination playground. Many park users travel
from outside Lower Allen Township to the Fun-Fort because it is unique.

Pre-fabricated playgrounds can be boring for a child.

Wood play structures (such as the Fun-Fort type) allow children to use their
creativity and is more interesting than traditional playgrounds.

Parents do not fit in small spaces of Fun-Fort therefore making it difficult to
watch children while they play.

The remaining life-span of the existing wood play structure is approximately
five years (2015).

17
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Concepts

It is important the playground provide opportunities for social interaction.
Provide opportunities for children to exercise, run around, and play.
The Fun-Fort should be rebuilt and restored.

Nature-based playground will require more maintenance than the other
types of playgrounds.

Provide separate play equipment and play areas for varying age groups,
including the idea of separating older kids play areas from the toddler play
areas.

Use safe materials and that are not susceptible to fire

Some meeting attendees thought that the park should have a theme or fo-
cus. Themes discussed were ‘Nature’ and ‘Field of Dreams’. While other
meeting participants thought that the new playground should not have a
theme - kids should be provided opportunities to create their own themes
by using their imagination.

Do not change the Fun Fort name.

The new playground design should provide opportunities for kids’ imagina-
tion and creativity.

Funding opportunities should be explored to raise money for the new play-
ground. Additionally, the new design should be designed so that it secures
funding sources (funding opportunities / grants for health, exercise, educa-
tion, recycled materials, etc).

Attendees like the natural tone and warmth of wood material.

Better security measures should be provided including the use of security
cameras and motion sensor lights.

Provide seating for adults within playground so that they can keep a close
watch on children.

Include a spray park or water feature within playground. Children enjoy
playing with water and it is a good way to cool off in the hot summer
months.

Replace funding names (funding fence) that was destroyed by the fire.

Provide a low fence enclosure so that small children can not wander away
from the playground.

Lower Allen Township, Cumberlond Counly, Pennsylvanio
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e The new playground should be low maintenance, but low maintenance
should not govern the design.

¢ Attendees preferred a ‘natural look’ including: color scheme, and materials
such as wood (or wood-like), boulders, and plants.

o Playground needs to be different than other parks in the area. What made
the Fun-Fort special is that is was the only playground that was different.

e The playground design should provide for extended play time for children.
Children get bored playing at traditional because these playgrounds are eve-
rywhere and all the play equipment is the same. Offer new challenges that
are interesting for children.

e Use recycled materials.

¢ Provide shade areas and seating for adults.

* Provide shade within playground for the children.

¢ Provide a drinking fountain.

o Real wood should not be used. Plastic wood is a good substitute.

e Provide a spray park and interactive water feature.

o Opportunities to expand the boundaries of playground should be explored.
There is no reason that the new playground should be confined to existing
playground boundary.

o Build project in phases as funds are available.

o There should be no prefabricated equipment; children should experience na-
ture.

» Build a sandbox that has hidden fossils and treasures.

¢ Incorporate bird blinds so that children can watch birds and habitat.
e Use plants in the new playground design that attract butterflies.

e Use insurance money as a match for new funding and grants.

« A master plan should be developed for the entire Field of Dreams (Fun-Fort)
playground.

» Replace existing Fun-Fort and add new playground ideas discussed at the
meeting.

Figld of Dreoms Communily Porlicipotion & Visioning Process for the Resiorotion of the Fun Forl
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» The playground should not be extravagant.

o ltis important to keep the sight lines open and create fewer hiding places for
children’s safety.

» Expand the wood play structure and incorporate plantings, water, sand, and
boulders — use a nature theme.

A questionnaire as distributed at the two meetings and filled out by some atten-
dees. The completed questionnaires are shown in the appendix of this report.
Some of the comments from surveys include the following:

Trees and plantings in the playground are a good idea.

Include a water park, more climbing equipment, and swings of all
types.

Use materials that will last longer and are resistant to fire
Add attractions for older children.

The original ‘Field of Dreams’ concept must be continued; children of
all ages have their own ideas of what is fun.

Add water feature so that the kids can cool off.
Create separate areas for different age groups.
Add attractions for older children

Add closer restrooms, drinking fountains, and shaded areas at play-
ground for parents.

Add a stream with stones, make it bigger, and add trees.
Keep wood-based color scheme—blank canvas for kids creativity.

The imagination-based nature of the wooden playground was its
strongest appeal. It kept the playground interesting where the plastic
prefabricated stuff got boring after 4 or 5 visits

| would stop trying to fix what wasn’t broken. The park was fantastic.
Add tactile features for sight impaired kids.
Add more trees around the picnic area

The remaining Fun-Fort should come down and be replace by some-
thing brand new. Bigger play area / incorporate younger 2-5 year old
play area with a 5-12 year old area. Add natural elements boulders,
etc.

More tunnels, walkways, platforms, longer slides.
Increase the size, use materials other than wood (splinters!!).

Lewer Allen Township, Comberland County, Pennsylvania



Chapter 2: Visioning Process

I'd like to see more recycled materials (ie tires/rubber).

If you add lights have them run on solar power.
Make the Fun-Fort accessible to the trail.

Add climbing walls and visual & auditory stimulation.

Questionnaire results indicate that the most important aspect to consider in de-
signing a new playground, in order of importance are creativity, maintenance
and durability of play equipment, exercise / gross motor skills, social interaction,
ability to change / evolve. Educational experiences were considererd the least
important feature in playground design.

At the September 22 meeting, attendees were given two “dots” and they were
asked to “vote” for the Wood, Traditional, Nature Based or a Combination type
playground. The results were as follows:

Wood (plastic wood): 17 dots
Traditional: 1 dot
Nature Based: 5 dots
Combination: 14 dots

Discussion of Major Ideas
Priorities or “guiding principles” at the September 22" meeting were devel-
oped and in approximate order of importance, they are as follows:

1) Children’s experience at the playground and their ability to use their imagi-
nations is most important.

2) Aesthetics and the visual character of the playground are important.

3) Construction and maintenance costs are important determinants in the de-
sign and overall project.

4) A master plan for the entire playground should be developed.

5) Itis important that the community is involved in the planning and construc-
tion process.

6) The playground must be designed for universal access.

The next steps for the playground were discussed at the two public meetings
and the following steps were agreed to be:

1. Develop master plan for entire playground.
2. Begin fundraising activities (community, and Township).

3. Develop and prioritize construction phases.

Field of Dreoms Communily Portikipotion & Yisioning Process for the Reslorotion of the Fun Fort
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Recommendations

Based on the input received at the two community meetings and the discus-
sion by attendees, the consultants have developed the followings recommen-
dations:

1. Prepare a master plan for the replacement of the entire Fun Fort. Since
the useful life span of the remaining Fun Fort is only about 5 years, plan for
the replacement of the entire structure now..

2. Design the master plan so that the Fun Fort can be constructed in phases.
The Township must use the insurance money from the fire settlement by
June 2012. At least the initial section of the playground must be built by
then.

3. Use the insurance settlement monies as a match to either state or other
funding. Do not allow this money to be used without a match.

4. Design a “combination playground” that utilizes a variety of materials and
provides a wide range of activities and play experiences.

5. Design for incorporation of educational and interpretive information in the
playground.

6. Design for low maintenance.

7. Consider a different location for the playground and/or expanding the cur-
rent footprint of the existing playground during the master plan design.

8. Plan for utilizing a mixture of material types in the playground design.
There are many reasons to consider several types of materials for the play-
ground structures. These reasons include:

a. Different types of play equipment / experiences will be better suited to
one type of materials than another. For example, slides are best made
from plastics or metal. Another examples is that while a swing frame
structure can be made of wood timbers, (as are the current Fun Fort
swings) a metal frame, selected for compatibility with other play-
ground materials, may be a more cost-efficient and durable choice.

b. Found materials such as boulders, logs, used pavers, etc. are very
cost effective materials and provide for great play experiences.

Field of Dreoms Communily Porticdpotion & Visioning Process Tor the Restorotion of the Fun Fovi
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pter 3: Re ndaf

9.

c. Land forms (soil) is an inexpensive but effective way to create inter-
est and added dimensions to a playground.

d. Plants are low cost and can create a dynamic, changing aspect to
the playground.

Initiate a range of fund-raising activities as soon as possible to ensure that
the playground can be constructed. The renovated playground can be
funded though grant programs whereby the Township can leverage munici-
pal funds (or use fire insurance monies) to achieve the maximum amount
of improvements for the renovated playground. The following are descrip-
tions of the programs and/or resources from which funding may be sought
for the development of proposed playground facilities:

Leaislative Funding

State officials can often include items into legislation for worthy projects
in their districts. A conversation between Township officials and legisla-
tors is the way to begin this process.

PA Department of Recreation and Natural Resources (DCNR) Commu-
nity Conservation Partnership Proagram.

The DCNR Community Conservation Partnership Program (C2P2) pro-
vides funding for communities and nonprofit organizations to acquire,
plan and implement open space, conservation and recreation re-
sources, including playgrounds. DCNR has grant application periods
annually, with applications typically due in mid-April. State funds can be
used for discrete projects or as a match to other funds. DCNR requires
a 50-50 match (cash or in kind services) to its grant awards for develop-
ment projects. Lower Allen Township is familiar with this program and
has previously DCNR funds. More information on this program can be
found at the DCNR website:

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/grants/ .

DCED Community Revitalization Funds

The Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED)
Community Revitalization Fund is a state program that supports local
initiatives that improve the stability of communities and enhance local




economies. This agency has an open application period throughout the
year, but applications should be submitted as early as possible in the
fiscal year after June 30. The grant program covers a wide range of
eligible uses including acquisition of land, buildings, and right-of-ways;
trail, civic, and recreation projects; programs and developments that
build capacity of the local community and relevant local organizations to
better serve the needs of the community, and other reasonable and
necessary expenses related to community-based activities.

Active support of the district’'s state senator and / or state representative
is critical in a successful grant application. While these funds are pres-
ently limited, they still should be sought. More information on this pro-
gram can be found at the DCED website:
http://www.newpa.com/find-and-apply-for-funding/funding-andprogram-
finder/index.aspx.

Land Partnerships Program. Cumberland County - This program funds
Cumberland County land preservation, parks / trails, and land use plan-
ning type projects. Currently there are no funds available, however, ad-
ditional funds for this program might become available in the future.

Cumberland County TreeVitalize Grant Program is a partnership with
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources,
Penn State Extension Urban Forestry and the Cumberland County
Board of Commissioners to provide matching grants to local communi-
ties for the restoration of tree cover along streets, in parks and in other
public spaces throughout Cumberland County.

Private foundations

There are various corporations and foundations, which support public
works such as park and playground improvements. The competition for
these funds has become brisk, but the opportunities should be re-
searched.

Friends-of-the-Fun-Fort

The establishment of a non-profit (501 C3) can help raise grass roots
funding for the playground and be a conduit for tax deductable dona-
tions and foundation funding

25
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Chapler 3: Recommendations

9. Since the insurance carrier requires that the renovated playground be in
stalled by June 2012 the following schedule is recommended.

December 2010 - April 2011 Develop Master Plan for entire playground

January 2011-Feb. 2012 Fund raising, grant applications and
activities
April 2011 Submit DCNR/DCED/ County applications

December 2011

DCNR and other funds awarded

December — March 2012 Prepare Construction Documents

March - April 2012
May 2012

Bidding for Construction
Award Construction Bid

Lower Allen Township, Cumberiand County, Pennsylvania



APPENDIX

e 9/22/10 -Meeting Sign in Sheet

e 9/25/10 -Meeting Sign in Sheet

e 9/22/10 - Record Cards

o 9/25/10 - Record Cards

¢ Questionnaires

¢ The Patriot News, ‘Rallying for Fun’, by Monica von Dobeneck,
9/25/10

o Public Meeting PowerPoint Presentation
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9/23/10

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

COLLINS

Field Of Dreams Restoration Project - Community Participation
Lower Allen Township, PA
SC#10074.10

CARDS RECORD - Public Meeting #1, held 9/22/10, 6 PM at Lower Allen Township Municipal
Services Center, Gorgas Hall

Goals

Direction for New Playground
Develop consensus
Public Participation

Facts

® 0 o & & 0 & & 0

Age groups

ADA accessibility

Wood play structure requires more maintenance than other play structures
New play structure must be durable

Most park users fravel 5 to 10 minutes {o reach park

Fun Fort is a regional destination playground

People travel to Fun Fort because it is unique

Pre-fabricated playgrounds can be boring for a child

Wood Structure allows children to use their creativity / more interesting than other
playgrounds

Parents do not fit in small spaces of Fun Fort/ Difficult to watch children

Concepts

Provide opportunities for social interaction

Provide creativity for children

Provide opportunities for children to exercise

Restore Fun Fort

Rebuild playground

Nature-based playground will require more maintenance

Provide separate areas for different age groups

Separate older kid play areas from toddler play areas

Use various materials for new playground

Theme for Park

Keep Fun Fort theme

New playground design should provide opportunities for kids’ imagination and creativity
No park theme - kids create their own themes using their imagination
Funding opportunities

Like natural tone and warmth of wood material

Provide security cameras and lighting

Provide seating for adults within playground

Spray Park or water feature

X:\10074.00 Lower Allen Playground\Meetings\100922-Twp Mtg 1\100922-Cards record

179 B LAFAYETTE STREET HORRISTOWH, PA 19401
PHOMNE: 6102397601 FAX: 610.239.7606
YW, SIMONECOLUNS . COM



Replace funding names (funding fence)that were destroyed in fire

Low fence enclosure )

Low maintenance (not high maintenance)

Natural look (color scheme, wood, boulders, plants)

Safe materials — not susceptible to fire

Design playground to secure funding sources (exercise, education, other?)
Allow for kids imagination

Playground needs to be different than other parks in the area

Park design should extend play time for kids / Make it interesting

Use recycled materials

Provide Shade areas for adults

Provide shade within playground

Drinking fountain

Spray park / interactive water feature

Expand boundaries of playground (should not be confined to existing area)
Build in Phases

No prefabricated equipment / kids should experience nature

Priorities

Playground should be design to foster kids imagination / creativity
Aesthetics

Cost

Maintenance

Children’s comfort (material)

Master Plan for entire playground

Community Involvement

June 26, 2012 playground deadline — for insurance

Universal Design (design for all users: physical handicap, blind, etc.)

Next Steps:

Master Plan
Fundraising (community, grants, corporations, other?)
Construction (Phases?)



LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

COLLINS

9/30/10

Field Of Dreams Restoration Project — Community Participation
Lower Allen Township, PA
SC#10074.10

CARDS RECORD - Public Meeting #2, held 9/25/10, 10 AM at Lower Allen Township Municipal
Services Center, Gorgas Hall

Goals

+ Direction for New Playground
¢ Develop consensus

¢ Public Participation

Facts

e All play structures require ADA accessibility

¢  Wood play structures are more susceptible to fire

¢ Maintenance and durability of play equipment

e Life span of existing structure is approximately 5 years

Concepts

Provide opportunities for social interaction

Provide creativity for children

Provide opportunities for social interaction

Could use bird blinds

Playground needs top be low maintenance

Create a sandbox that has hidden fossils in sand.

Restore Fun Fort — don’t change anything

Add plants that attract butterflies

Replace funding donor names that were lost is fire and the new playground should
provide areas for new donor names.

PA Recreation Act.

The new playground shouid not be extravagant

Expand on wood structures but add plantings, water, and boulders — use a Nature Theme
Include a water feature at rebuilt playground

It is important to keep sight lines open and create less hiding places for children’s safety
and for playground security.

Add motion sensor lights and security cameras.

Use recycled materials in new playground design

Use insurance money as a match for new funding and grants

Need a master plan for the entire Field of Dreams playground

Replace Fun Fort and add new playground ideas

e & ¢ o o

X:\10074.00 Lower Allen Playground\Meetings\100922-Twp Mtg 1\100922-Cards record
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Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township is
currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new
park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should remain in its
present location, or be moved to another location in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourself
and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment to fill
out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting.

1. Name (optional):

2. Phone / email (optional):

3. Where do you live? {Check one)
# in Lower Allen Township

u outside Lower Allen Township

4. How far do you have to travel to visit the Field of Dreams playground? (Check one)

11 Less than ¥4 mile
11 ¥ mile to 1 mile

w1 to 2 miles
11 2+ miles

Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to age. (Mark
number{s) in appropriate locations)

4 1-4 age(s) — SYM (zi‘l/{/l/j Vistiy O‘)[:h’ N
5-7 age(s)

7-12 age(s)
13-18 age(s)

6. What are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? (number
each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 6 = least important)

b maintenance and durability of play equipment
3 exercise/ gross motor skills
49\ social interaction
educational experiences
{ creativity

ability to change / evolve



5 7. If you could add anything to the Fun Fort playground, what would it he?

S fpm gl lets Aoily, bl | et
/ﬁajé,j&gf %ej/ may. fat? /4),‘»}}@,‘{/2/

/8. if you could change anything about the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?
1

L &214”52]1' ﬁéM Sy ot d o ¢ fo old, C«}/&i‘zdrcy‘ _

9. Please share any comments or suggestions. Add a separate sheet of paper if you need
additional space.

Thank you for your participation!



Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this ptayground facility. The Township is
currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new
park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should remain in its
present location, or be moved to another location in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourself
and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment to fill
out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting.

»

1. Name (optional}: s V.
2. Phone / email (optional): 7{5 - 59 77

3. Where do you live? (Check one)
1 in Lower Allen Township

_ﬁ’ﬁutside Lower Allen Township

4. How far do you have to travel fo visit the Field of Dreams playground? (Check one)

i1 Less than 2 mile
¥ mile to 1 mile

1 to 2 miles
i1 2+ miles

. Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to age. (Mark
number(s) in appropriate locations)

—1-4age(s)
57 age(s)

7-12 age(s)
13-18 age(s)

6. What are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? (number
each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 6 = least important)

. 3 maintenance and durability of play equipment

l exercise / gross motor skills
4~ social interaction

2 educational experiences
é)é' creativity
& ability to change / evolve



Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township is
currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new
park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should remain in its
present location, or be moved to another location in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourself
and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment to filt
out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting.

¢ (’J_‘ N H_,;' .
1. Name (optional): =) BUN G

2. Phone / email {optional): 7N-&TI38 N \g> [11- 16l - doso

3. Where do you live? {Check one)
%ﬁ in Lower Allen Township

r; outside Lower Allen Township

4. How far do you have to travel to visit the Field of Dreams playground? {Check one)

i: Less than V2 mile
1 V2 mile to 1 mile

K110 2 miles
(1 2+ miles

. Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to age. (Mark
number(s) in appropriate locations)

4 g6 N RIS

_1__57age(s) Q.g/\ o
__5_ 7-12 age(s) LE /4-,____ ..

{ 13-18 age(s)

6. What are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? (number
each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 6 = least important)

{ __maintenance and durability of play equipment
& __exercise / gross motor skills
2 social interaction

¥ _educational experiences

5 creativity

& ability to change / evolve



7. If you could add anything to the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?

8. If you could change anything about the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?

9. Please share any comments or suggestlons Add a separate sheet of paper if you need
additional space.

I ‘o
77[‘\ AU JU i—“ﬁ o "““ s Crncagd pui]

{ii . Lvught ’ J
. 11&\9«50an r_‘/ﬂ AN ‘;,f’) ’,:1“ TRy e Cdes ‘»';~’I
v "‘""*3«[:&: 1N ' : /

Thank you for your participation!



Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township is

currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new
park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground shouid remain in its

present location, or be moved to another location in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourself

and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment to fill

out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting.

1.
2.

Name {optional): }Kﬂ 2z, EAT [ Ciéf/%;

Phone / email (optional): //"’/ ‘7/ 7 /{‘

Where do you live? (Check one)
in Lower Allen Township

“1: outside Lower Allen Township

How far do you have to travel to visit the Field of Dreams playground? (Check one}
.1 Less than ¥2 mile
11 V2 mile to 1 mile
110 2 miles
X 2+ miles

Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to age. (Mark
number(s) in appropriate locations)

6.

_____1-4age(s) »y L
stasy NOME g5
7-12 age(s) é L/;%/; i

13-18 age(s)

What are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? (number
each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 6 = least important)

-

maintenance and durability of play equipment
exercise / gross motor skills
social interaction
educational experiences
creativity
/_ability to change / evolve

s



7. 1f you could add anything to the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?

Les7 RS T SHAEET AEEHES
AT ey Ao ol AL T S

8. If you could change anything about the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?
CEMpT/ T WPOF S

9. Please share any comments or suggestions. Add a separate sheet of paper if you need
additional space.

Thank you for your participation!



Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township is
currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new

park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should remain in its

present location, or be moved to another tocation in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourself

and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment to fill

out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the mesting.

1. Name (optional): Nicole. Wadmar

J
2. Phone / email (optional): TATHRIN @ qma’x \.com

3. Where do you live? (Check one}
)c( in Lower Allen Township

1) outside Lower Allen Township

4. How far do you have to travel to visit the Field of Dreams playground? (Check one)

r; Less than ¥4 mile
i ¥2 mile to 1 mile

21110 2 miles
¥ 2+ miles

Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to age. (Mark
number(s) in appropriate locations)

e 1-4 age(s)
5-7 age(s)

7-12 age(s)

13-18 age(s)

6. What are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? {number
each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 6 = least important)

§ maintenance and durability of play equipment
A exercise / gross motor skills
& social interaction

+{ __educational experiences
__ 1 creativity

-5 ability to change / evolve
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7. If you could add anything to the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?

ertanl [ <
(De}}%m—\@&'y heep Hhe. vodurel, wood- bosed color scheme 34 ledres

chrashure g o blank canvass o kids min
rblor dﬁgmi%on hampers thels a;a:!:J(y 10 paint W Yheir ;ma@m%‘on.j

8. If you could change anything about the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?
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Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township is
currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new
park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should remain in its
present location, or be moved to another location in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourself
and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment to fill
out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting.

. )
1. Name (optional): _me___&u‘

2. Phone / email (optional):

3. Where do you live? (Check one)
o in Lower Allen Township

utside Lower Allen Township

4. How far do you have to travel to visit the Field of Dreams playground? (Check one)

1 Less than %4 mile
1 ¥% mile to 1 mile

w1 to 2 miles
i+ miles

Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to age. (Mark
number(s} in appropnate locations)

ue 8 1-4 age(s)

b7 agse(s)
7-12 age(s)
13-18 age(s)

6. What are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? (number
each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 6 = least important)

1 maintenance and durability of play equipment

ﬁ exercise / gross motor skills
7. social interaction
5 educational experiences
3 creativity
[ ability to change / evolve



7. If you could add anything to the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?

Y 1o Siep iy ko
_Lth__W\\' h(’?)‘r:)h_
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8. If you could change anything about the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?

» L3 A
Q ‘!.—4..,.. 'J\‘ n..-‘» A l.: ! Ad ad) “l uA
) ' o s
l A 13 \_ cS o (YA "“ { AAY AL DAARLA
; . - ] 0
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&
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9. Piease skare a%’commentégr 'suggg% lons.” Add a \- r% sFi:e%t of paper if you need

additional space.

Thank you for your participation!



Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township is
currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new
park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should remain in its
present location, or be moved to another location in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourself
and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment to fill
out the guestionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting.

1. Name (optional): /(a‘Hq\; %;[Q
2. Phone / email (optional); KW\K\A) B exeWl.

3. Where do you live? {Check one)
}éq Lower Allen Township

1 outside Lower Allen Township

4. How far do you have to travel to visit the Field of Dreams playground? {Check one)

1 Less than ¥ mile
11 ¥2 mile to 1 mile

111102 miles
;a{r» miles

Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to age. (Mark
number(s} in appropriate locations)

1-4 age(s)
5-7 age(s)

7-12 age(s)

E 13-18 age(s)

6. What are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? (number
each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 6 = least important)

é maintenance and durability of play equipment
3\. exercise / gross motor skills

\ social interaction

= educational experiences

I creativity

—

:; ability to change / evolve



Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township is
currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new
park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should remain in its
present location, or be moved to another location in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourself
and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment to fill
out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting.

1. Name {(optional): E&“ﬂ/\ N\(L S (&/ﬂ&
2. Phone / email (optional): 7 QJ A ~¥ S// g)

3. Where do you live? (Check one)
Win Lower Allen Township

r1 outside Lower Allen Township

4. How far do you have to travel to visit the Field of Dreams playground? (Check one)

11 Less than 2 mile
11 % mile o 1 mile

11110 2 miles

L2+ miles

Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to age. (Mark
number(s} in appropriate locations)

1-4 age(s) L~ e woere Y6 a1 qubmﬁé

5-7 age(s)
7-12 age(s)

13-18 age(s)

6. What are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? (number
each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 6 = least important)

maintenance and durability of play equipment
exercise / gross motor skills
[ social interaction

.5 educational experiences

é creativity

(:z ability to change / evolve



7. If you could add anything to the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?
7

//mé Arsea  29od igea
mc?f‘ﬂ fﬂigq K/":)Ifih“( ﬂA ¢S /?AOUY‘G((%
Misting [r)cso'\f?\"J Cave ?hmd\b&ggf)m

e

\6;002@5 (dag e #7 en e <ide —
T i e N Dipdbids * anan fo o dardt
§x§Mrﬂ’(/ﬂ'/¥ WCM&S

8. 1f you could change anything about the Fun Fart playground what would it be'?

QQCLL;&TL}QE&’
J

9. Please share any comments or suggestions. Add a separate sheet of paper if you need
additional space.

fg/é’f"/) 1t uwod /m/o}xg “ B rm_gns/é? eeng
Lot mae @l:h’/dbu,n \oAL ‘;7/0? f)@?’u«f&,%’ V/‘%
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Thank you for your participation!



Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township is
currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new
park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should remain in its
present location, or be maved to another location in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourself
and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment to fill

out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting. C | ,,—v’e
1. Name (optional): 77" % g bt

- €
2. Phone / email (optional}): 1748081 JMW .0
3. Where do you live? (Check one) Vertzon, net

A in Lower Allen Township
o outside Lower Allen Township

4. How far do you have to travel to visit the Field of Dreams playground’? (Check one}

. Less than Y2 mile
01 % mile to 1 mile

110 2 miles
p(2+ miles

. Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to age. (Mark
number(s) in appropriate locations)

1 taages)

0 5Tage(s)

I 7-12 age(s)

13-18 age(s)

6. What are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? (number
each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 8 = least important)

5 maintenance and durability of play equipment
2 exercise / gross motor skills
2 social interaction
@ educational experiences
f creativity
X ability to change / evolve



7. If you could add anything to the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?

ﬁbeWM&mm fras foor? Susid
XM

2o MNéys, —

8. If you could change anything about the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?

9. Please share any comments or suggestions. Add a separdte sheet of paper if you need
additional space.

Thank you for your participation!



Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township is
currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new

park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should remain in its

present location, or be moved to another location in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourself

and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment to fill

out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting.

1. Name (optional):

2. Phone / email {optional):

3. Where do you live? (Check one)
i in Lower Allen Township

r1 outside Lower Allen Township

4. How far do you have to travel to visit the Field of Dreams playground? (Check one)

1+ Less than Y2 mile
¥ mile to 1 mile

110 2 miles
b’((2+ miles

. Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to age. {Mark
number(s) in appropriate locations)

e 1-4 age(s)
5-7 age(s)

Z 7-12 age(s)
13-18 age(s)

6. What are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? (number
each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 6 = least important)

E maintenance and durability of play equipment
exercise / gross motor skills
Z social interaction
S educational experiences

2 creativity

/__ability to change / evolve



7. {f you could add anything to the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?
MoE TUNNES  wilkusys  Puarboims
rd ¢ 4
(onG2re. S LINES

8. [f you could change anything about the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?

[NEAseE NHE <)L

N\
Vo€ MATETUAL oTHETR THAN (uoeh /ng.mTéms T/)
< 7

9. Please share any comments or suggestions. Add a separdte sheet of paper if you need
additional space.

Thank you for your participation!



Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township is
currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new
park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should remain in its
present location, or be moved to another location in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourself
and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment to filt
out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting.

1. Name (optional); Q”‘:‘B"!Q 4{(0: apb

2. Phone / email (optional): Ci_ﬂ%o nkeeisoc R yenem., ned

3. Where do ysy live? (Check one)
in Lower Allen Township

o1 outside Lower Allen Township

4. How far do you have to fravel to visit the Field of Dreams playground? (Check one)

11 L.ess than ¥2 mile
11 ¥2 mile to 1 mile

111 to 2 miles
+ miles

Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to age. {(Mark
number(s) in appropriate locations)

— -4 age(s)
5-7 age(s)

! 7-12 age(s)
l 13-18 age(s)

6. What are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? (number
each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 6 = least important}

4 ___maintenance and durability of play equipment
Y% exercise/gross motor skills

& social interaction

’) educational experiences

l creativity

S ability to change / evolve



7. if you could add anything to the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?
ngﬁug [ o Wek ::;\GJ,: 5
N isual é auc§l4ﬂi“u5 Shenadodi o
%bﬁ:‘fﬁ!ﬁr fm'xﬁ'_x‘j > 3\;1&:3& 3
{\}(mb\ff Skeog Yooud vk

8. [f you could change anything about the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?

Necenn ke \o_al “fened . ”’Ru}%«_}c row), W'y choss Jes ke =i¥: f(uv%

‘(A_: ) SR S T S = N o = u‘»»-mm,.;oar-_; bd KU’JO//(?, O_L)Om4~

L tc)-&, ()om LQ»Q\G mw\}r M

9. Please share any comments or suggestions. Add a separate sheet of paper if you need
additional space.

v Q\_’\ \'ﬁ\(.ﬁ \kj} o A IRETeIEN i"(”LuB ah ke lals AQ \lﬂrt’ r// b Ial‘z"é
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Thank you for your participation!



Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township is
currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new
park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should remain in its
present location, or be moved to another location in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourself
and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment to fill
out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting.

1. Name (optional):  Aulria [relen

2. Phone / email (optional):

3. Where do you live? (Check one)
o in Lower Allen Township

o outside Lower Allen Township

4. How far do you have {o travel to visit the Field of Dreams playground? (Check one)

11 Less than 2 mile
11 ¥z mile to 1 mile

11 f to 2 miles
2+ miles

Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to age. (Mark
number(s) in appropriate locations)

—_1-4 age(s)
5-7 age(s)

ji 7-12 age(s)
:) 13-18 age(s)

6. What are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? (number
each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 6 = least important)

6 maintenance and durability of play equipment
3 ___exercise / gross motor skills

5 social interaction

h__educational experiences

L creativity

W ability to change / evolve



7. If you could add anythmg to the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?
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8. If you could change anything about the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?

9. Please share any comments or suggestions. Add a separdte sheet of paper if you need
additional space.
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Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township is
currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new
park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should remain in its
present location, or be moved to another location in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourself
and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment to fill
out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting.

1. Name {optional): MK{E —J—[;/??t‘%f@
2. Phone / email (optional) ©97-%37¢ Y‘}}Um;loé’r@ Qomeasd, nel,

3. Where do you live? (Check one)
¥ in Lower Allen Township

r1 outside Lower Allen Township

4. How far do you have to travel to visit the Field of Dreams playground? (Check one}
wless than o mile MY Led Lo dons ~va. FML_.
1% mile to 1 mile & :
51 to 2 miles
1 2+ miles

. Please indicate the number of children living in your household according 1o age. (Mark
number(s) in appropriate locations)

O - 7o thotdren cn W%WW

— -4 age(s) ?1“1 gu,..é.&w
5-7 age(s) ; el Awd
7-12 age(s) 29 crizh ouda
13-18 age(s) ‘ Uibo trot - Qo C

At st (o lbo av
6. What are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? {(number
each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 6 = least important)

é maintenance and durability of play equipment
/ exercise / gross motor skills
%_' social interaction
) educationatl experiences
3 creativity
5 ability to change / evolve



7. If you could add anything to the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?
_MW%W@ tns Foddle
, /4
?j@iﬁ-;ﬁo &gﬁwwww

8. If you could change anything about the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?

- hbve Lathisps ’"M‘//M%@ cleces
._ﬁﬁ_-égadgm =
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9. Please share any comments or suggestions. Add a separdte sheet of paper if you need
additional space.

B g TR el B

Thank you for your participation!



Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township is
currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new
park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should remain in its
present location, or be moved to another location in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourself
and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment fo fill
out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting.

1. Name (optional}):

2. Phone / email (optional);

3. Where do you live? (Check one)
in Lower Allen Township
Ly outside Lower Allen Township

4. How far do you have to travel to visit the Field of Dreams playground? (Check one}

11 Less than %% mile
11 ¥ mile to 1 mile

0 1to 2 miles
)x( 2+ miles

. Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to age. (Mark
number(s) in appropriate locations)

—___1-4 age(s)
5-7 age(s)

7-12 age(s)
92 13-18 age(s)

6. What are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? {number
each in order of importance, 1 = most impaortant, 6 = least important)

l maintenance and durability of play equipment
2 exercise / gross motor skills

J__ social interaction

3 educational experiences

< creativity

{Q ability to change / evolve



Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground {aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township is
currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new
park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should remain in its
present location, or be moved to another location in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited ta be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourself
and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment to fill
out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting.

—

]
Name (optional): ~J dafhe. J ohnsen
2. Phone / email (optional): hort J&l;/ﬂi@ \f]m 4l - o

w

Where do you live? (Check one)
. in Lower Allen Township

sbutside Lower Allen Township

4. How far do you have to travel to visit the Field of Dreams playground? {Check one)

11 Less than V2 mile
11 %% mile to 1 mile

511 1t0 2 miles
w2+ miles

Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to age. (Mark
number(s) in appropriate locations)

. 1-4age(s)

___ 5-7 age(s)

712 age(s) |
__13-18 age(s) /)}5{, Childiee~ ot all over 1§

6. What are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? (number
each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 6 = least important)

/ maintenance and durability of play equipment i:rV& pre 6"[ j
4  exercise/ gross motor skills

5 social interaction

{¢ _educational experiences

oA creativity

% abiiity to change / evolve



7. If you could add anything to the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?
Suns watr f?.a s 51 Tha Kudi oA
coof oft

8. If you could change anything about the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?

The Sadbis avea pwus  trv Clase o The
rest g . Covignedt  Sand o)

69/@%'750}\4/@ /

9. Please share any comments or suggestions. Add a separate sheet of paper if you need
additional space.
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Thank you for your participation!



Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed by a
fire. Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township is
currently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for a new
park including; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should remain in its
present location, or be moved to another location in the park, as recommended by the 2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about yourseif
and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a moment to fill
out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting.

1. Name (optional): i ck GRS V&
2. Phone / email (optional): _RS roVE @) eI X NG T

Where do you live? {Check one)
% in Lower Allen Township

r1 outside Lower Allen Township

w

4. How far do you have to travel to visit the Field of Dreams playground? (Check one)
1 Less than Y2 mile
11 V2 mile to 1 mile
11110 2 miles
% 2+ miles

. Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to age. (Mark
number(s) in appropriate lacations) o NE

1-4 age(s)
5-7 age(s)

7-12 age(s)
13-18 age(s)

6. Whal are the most important things to consider in designing a new playground? (number
each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 6 = least important)

> maintenance and durability of play equipment

exercise / gross motor skills

z
L. social interaction
}

]

educational experiences

creativity
ability to change / evolve

I



Field of Dreams Restoration Project - User Questionnaire

The existing Field of Dreams Playground (aka Fun Fort) was recently partially destroyed
].?i}r,e&.1 Lower Allen Township would like to replace this playground facility. The Township
Lsurrently conducting a community participation process to develop recommendations for
;;r?i]ncluding; types of play equipment to be provided and if the playground should
remain in its

present location, or be moved to another location in the park, as recommended by the
2005
master plan for the park.

You are invited to be part of the community participation process by telling us about
yourself

and what you would like to see happen with the playground facility. Please take a
moment to fill

out the questionnaire below and return it before the end of the meeting.

1. Name (optional):
2. Phone / email (optional):
3. Where do you live? (Check one)

O in Lower Allen Township

O outside Lower Allen Township

John Devine
717-731-0916

JohnP.Devine@gmail.com
Ilive in Lower Allen Township

4. How far do you have to travel to visit the Field of Dreams playground? (Check
one)

O Less than 2 mile
O 2 mile to 5 miles - € I have to travel about 5 miles.

O over 10 miles

5. Please indicate the number of children living in your household according to
age. (Mark number(s) in appropriate locations)



_ 1-4 age(s)

__ 57 age(s)

712 age(s)

___ 13-18 age(s)

We have one child...age 20 living at home.

6. What are the most important things to consider in designing a new

playground?
(number each in order of importance, 1 = most important, 6 = least important)
_2_maintenance and durability of play equipment
_1_exercise / gross motor skills
_3_social interaction
_6_educational experiences
_4_creativity
_5_ability to change / evolve
7. If you could add anything to the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?
A) Shade trees, protection from excessive heat and direct UV sunlight.
B) An adult exercise area, for parents
C) A water/sprinkler fun area, cooling station for very hot days.

D) A fully stocked first aide station to treat cuts/scrapes sprains & bruises.



8. If you could change anything about the Fun Fort playground, what would it be?

Location - While the Lower Allen Comunity Pak is a great place, If | could change

anything about the Fun Fort Playground it would be the location.

| t would be more convenient for many more people if it were closer to the
majority of the township residents.

| think closer to the Cedar Cliff area would make an ideal location.

9. Please share any comments or suggestions. Add a separate sheet of paper if you
need additional space.

Thank you for your participation!
Please Email, Mail or Return the Completed Survey to:

Mail:
Field of Dreams Restoration Project - Questionnaire
c/o Thomas B. Vernau, Jr., Township Manager

Lower Allen Township
2233 Gettysburg Road
Camp Hill, PA 17011

Email: thomas vernau@lower-allen.pa.us










Fun Fort Workshop - Agenda

Meeting #1 -
Wednesday, Sept 22th, 6 — 8 pm

Introduction and schedule
 Two Community Meetings / Present Findings

Presentation

Project objectives

 Lower Allen Community Park and Fun Fort
 Location options

«  What is play, playgrounds types, and play equipment

Discussion
 Questionnaire
» Community Fund - Raising

Meeting #2 -

September 2010




Field of Dreams Restoration Workshop Project

Existing playground partially destroyed :
by fire.

The purpose of the Field of Dreams
Playground Restoration Project is to
set goals and recommendations,
through a community participation
process, for a new playground facility.




Lower Allen Twp Community Park Master Plan - 2005
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Field of Dreams Playground Restoration Project - Lower Allen Township - September 2010
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Lower Allen Township Community Park Master Plan

2005 Master Plan recommendation is to relocate Fun Fort to a central
location when the current faC|I|ty needs to be replaced

Final Master Plan
AOWA on Towsishis | NG ey . gV BN N Lower Allen Community Park
«-uu«m s Courity Y . Comiy | L) EPRETYY 2 LA § it : Lower Allen Township, Cumberland County, PA
L < ' e T R L T -~ W R e ARRO Group / Simone Jaffe Collins Landscape Architecture
' & July 2005
300 800 000 Feot

[} Lower Allen Community Park
County Boundary
/ Streams
Ll Township Parcels
o 8B [©] Proposed Structure

e [><] Existing Structure

3 ] Proposed Shade Tree

® Proposed Evergreen Tree
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Field of Dreams Playground Restoration Project - Lower Allen Township - September 2010




Location options

U Rebuild the portion of
the destroyed facility in
the same location and
utilize portions of the play
structure that remains.

L Remove the remaining
structure and build a new
structure in the same
location.

80 Remove the remaining
st_ructure and build a new
structure in a different

| | Iocation in the park, as




What is play?

Play is essential to the healthy physical and mental development of a
child. Play helps kids exercise creativity and develop imagination,
dexterity, and physical, cognitive and emotional strength.

Children learn how to interact, face fears, cultivate confidence and
enrich their competencies and resiliency — all through play.
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Field of Dreams Playground Restoration Project - Lower Allen Township - September 2010




Wooden playgrounds
(Leathers & Associates)
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Wooden playgrounds
(Leathers & Associates)

Playground Restoration




Wooden playgrounds

pros: cons:

v Creative design features and visually v Long-term maintenance —

attractive wood is not as durable as
pre-manufactured play equipment

v more natural looking than

prefabricated play structures v' Safety — susceptible to fire

v" Wood does not get hot in the summer v° May cause splinters

or freeze in the winter (like metal)

causing discomfort to children v' Potential higher maintenance costs
than pre-manufactured play equipment

ptem




Traditional playgrounds

Traditional or pre-manufactured play ground structures come

in many styles and play component combinations, are ADA
accessible, and can be designed for various age groups
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Traditional playgrounds

swings
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Traditional playgrounds

slides
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Traditional playgrounds

accessibility
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Traditional playgrounds

Exercise
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Traditional playgrounds

many accessory play component
options

Playgro estoration Lowe




Traditional playgrounds

pros:

v' Long-term maintenance —
very durable

v’ Safety — Manufacturers insured
v" Many to choose from

v" Generally lowest maintenance costs

Field of Dreams Playground Restoration Project - Lower Allen Township - September 2010

cons:

v' Creativity may be lacking on some
models

v" Not natural looking
v Metal parks may get hot in the

summer and cold in the winter causing
discomfort to children




Nature based playgrounds

Nature based playgrounds focus on creating settings to
enable social play (pretending) and censtructive play
(building).

These playgrounds promote open ended experimentation
and include tunnels, tree houses, and provide
opportunities for kids to play with natural elements such
as sand, water, rock wood and living plants.

SAVING OUR CHILDOREN FROM
NATURE-DEFICIT DISORDER

RICHARD LOUYV

RECIFIENT OF THE J00n AsiDUSON MEDAL




Nature based playgrounds
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Nature based playgrounds




Nature based playgrounds

Plants, including trees, bushes, flowers and long grasses




Nature based playgrounds

Exploration - Animals and other living things th I
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Tending to animals
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Catching butterflies




Nature based playgrounds

Children play most creatively in settings they can manipulate -
Sand, Dirt, Gravel, Sticks and Stones

- Lower Allen Township - September 2010




Nature based playgrounds

Children play most creatively in settings they can manipulate -
Use “Sand Boxes” in a non traditional way




Nature based playgrounds
Elevation changes / landform, climbing and adventure
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Nature based playgrounds
Elevation changes / landform, climbing and adventure |

Field of Dreams Playground Restoration Proje




Nature based playgrounds

Color, diversity and change — avoid boredom, keep the experience fresh and new each visit
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Nature based playgrounds

Places to sit in, on, lean against, and provide shelter and shade
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Nature based playgrounds

Nooks and crannies, places that offer privacy and views
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Nature based playgrounds

Structures, equipment and materials that can be changed.
Children can create their own narratives and games by using
movable objects; build something and tear it down; or
simply play to enjoy shapes and textures.




Playground themes

Education - learn about nature, science, habitats and more!
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Playground themes
Vegetable Garden
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Playground themes

Labyrinths / Mazes




Playground themes




Nature - based playgrounds

Pros: cons.

v" The most creative option (since the

. . . v' High maintenance for some aspects
kids are a big part of the creativity)

v' Some insurance carriers may have

v Very natural — can fit the site liability concerns

v Teaching / Educational opportunities v'Community and Township commitment

necessary for on-going management
v’ Dynamic / Changing / Always y going g

interesting
v'Unlimited options

v Can used “found” materials (boulders,
logs, etc.)

/-Prog_ramming possible
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';,' Combination
\ playground
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1 Combination playground




d Combination playground




(J Combination playground




J Combination playground

Field of Dreams Playground R




d What kind of playground do you want?
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U Age appropriate play choices

O Durability considerations

U Fund raising considerations
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(J Shelter and shade
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4 Availability of restrooms / water
fountains /benches




Discussion

Please fill out questionnaire before you leave
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Playground Type Preferences

Traditional Nature Based Combination

Restorat







